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monasteries; but Henry had the leaders of this "Pil-
grimage of Grace ", as it was called, arrested and brought
to the block. He had begun his reign as a most popular
king; towards the end of it he was dreaded. Yet Eng-
lishmen went on supporting him.

CHAPTER 17

THE REFORMATION IN ENGLAND:
SECOND PERIOD

Henry VIII had left three children: Mary, daughter
of his first queen, Catharine of Aragon; Elizabeth,
daughter of his second queen, Anne Boleyn; and Edward,
son of his third queen, Jane Seymour. Although the
youngest, the son would in any case have been put before
the daughters; further, Parliament had given to Henry
the power of arranging the succession as he pleased, and
he left the throne to Edward.

Edward VI being only nine years old, the kingdom
had to be directed by a regent. This office was placed in Edward vi.
the hands of the Duke of Somerset, an ambitious, clever IS47"S3*
man, but rash and hasty.   Urged by Cranmer, he went
further than Henry VIII had done in religious matters.
He did away with the mass and the Roman Catholic form
of service, and in 1549 the first English Prayer Book was change* in
issued.  He also gave orders that the statues and pictures
in the churches should be removed.  This was done in a
very unseemly way.   Some of the men charged to carry
out this duty paraded the country, dressed as mock
priests in priestly garments, revelling and rioting, and
casting the statues and pictures into bonfires, with every
sign of contempt. Devout men who had been accustomed